


St John’s Worts in Edinburgh / Lothians 


Large Flowers 


- Stems short rising individually from the ground runners and curving over, 5 styles. 
Often seen planted, occasionally escapes. Hypericum calycinum 

(not pictured)- similar but 3 styles and gappy narrower sepals is a rare escape 
found. Hypericum xylosteifolium 
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(“F”) - Densely-branched bush, flowers clustered, stems slightly ridged becoming 
round. Yellow anthers (styles 5). Hypericum forrestii 
c (“H”) - a hybrid, is similar but anthers orange and shorter - see pics. Often 
planted. 
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ee This distinctive hypericum has also been recorded. Hypericum olympicum 
' Photo by Ghislaini18 (AD) on wikipedia 











(Document continues overleaf...) 





Medium Flowers 


Hairy SJW - Stems hairy. Occasional. Hypericum hirsutum 
4 ae: 


Slender SJW - Leaves include triangular ones, plant often sprawling. Occasional. Hypericum 
pulchrum 





Square-Stalked SJW - Four wings to stem, sepals pointed; flowers pale/weak yellow and small 
(petals <7.5mm). By water. Occasional. Hypericum tetrapterum 


Tutsan - Shrub-like, leaves large, much larger than flowers, stems 2-ridged, petals <= sepals, 
styles 3. Common. Hypericum androsaemum 
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- A hybrid, similar to Tutsan above growing to 2m, with stamens exceeding petals and 





onus tonger- staying red, ais MUS found very rarely as an escape. Hypericum x inodorum 


Stamens slightly exceed petals 
Flowers 1.5-3cm 
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- is similar but with 4 angled stem and an unpleasant smell to the crushed leaves 
(not necessarily strong), long stamens. Not recorded in region but some records close by. 
Hypericum hircinum 


To 1.5m nis 
Sepals shrivel soon 1 after flowering 
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Flower 2.5-4cm ~ fi Stamens exceed petals 








Styles > 3x ovary 


Chleshed (@aves smell 
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Perforate SJW - Stems have a pair of ridges (feel with fingers or use lens), the plant taller than 
wide, the leaves narrow and smaller than the flowers, sepals narrow. Common. Hypericum 
perforatum 
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Imperforate SJW - Sepals broad & blunt, plant often as wide as tall, stem square (4 strong ridges) 
leaves few translucent spots. Occasional. Hypericum maculatum 
Des Etangs’ SJW (not pictured) - similar but 0-2 ridges on stems and maybe 2 more weakly - can 
also be found. Hypericum desetangsii = H. maculatum x perforatum 





SJW - Distinctive ground-crawling hypericum. Occasional. Hypericum humifusum 
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Updated : 2019-11-18 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotan 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 











